global rebellion april 2022
overview_

In early April, Scientist Rebellion (SR) will be
carrying out direct actions on every continent
on Earth. We aim to mobilise 1 ,000 scientists in
over 20 countries to take part in civil
disobedience. At COP26 we made history as
the first group to ever carry out a mass arrest
of scientists over the climate crisis. Now we are
taking this to a truly global scale.
SR organises both globally and horizontally
with power decentralised to countries, and
those involved in the action deciding what is
best for their context. We will support any nonviolent action, including higher pressure
actions that are against the law.
why scientists must rebel_

For decades, the scientific community has largely
spoken and not acted - we have advised
governments, even using forceful language at
times, but emissions continue to rise and
governments have shown no leadership in
preventing mass death and suffering on an
unprecedented scale.

It is therefore our responsibility to lead by
example, to demonstrate the scale of the
crisis.
Scientists have a deep knowledge of the climate
and ecological crisis, but with that knowledge
comes a responsibility to act as if the climate
crisis is real - if scientists are not taking action,
how can we expect the general public to? In the
words of Albert Einstein, “Those who have the
privilege to know, have the duty to act.”
With this action, we will show the world not only
how scared of the climate crisis we are, but how
mass, global civil resistance must be part of the
solution.

actions schedule
Monday 4th April
IPCC report published

Last August, we leaked the summary for policy makers
and chapter 1 of working group 3 of the IPCC. On this
day the final version is released by the UN, which will
have been heavily watered down.
Wednesday 6th April
High-level actions

We plan for countries to have their major actions all on
Wednesday April 6th, so that together we are globally
united in calling on the people into civil resistance.
Because we are already late:
" 1.5º is dead. Climate revolution now."
Friday 8th and Saturday 9th:
Low pressure actions and Teach-Ins

On Friday and Saturday, we invite countries to carry
out a mixture of lower level actions and teach-ins. By
lowering the barrier to entry and using the
'demonstration effect' (if they can be arrested, at least I
can sit in the road) we aim to massively increase our
numbers.

Higher pressure actions will vary wildly from
continent to continent. In Europe, we expect many
arrests and some of us to be imprisoned (we already
have people committed to this).
We have carried out careful criminal damage a
number of times as a group (such as throwing paint
at target buildings, whilst delivering a demand letter).
You can see videos of past actions here.
Low level civil disobedience (which is generally
disruptive but non- arrestable) can serve both as a
complement to higher risk actions and as a means for
new activists to ‘test the waters’ of what they are
willing to do. We believe in supporting actions ranging
from high to low pressure so long as they are nonviolent.
Examples of past low level, non-arrestable actions have
involved: pasting scientific papers about the crisis to
government buildings or universities, blocking roads,
extended fasts, and disruptive teach-ins. Guides for
these actions are available on the resources section of
our website.
Teach-Ins are a way for activists and educators to
present the truth about the climate crisis to an
audience, discussing the severity of the situation and
the need for non-violent civil disobedience. We have
resources available for any willing to participate at
our resources page, under the “Teach-Ins/Educational
Disobedience” section.

how to mobilise for april
→ Contact local groups

Tell them about the mobilisation, and ask if they can amplify this for us on their social
media and announce it to their members.

→ Set up a Signal chat group and

add those interested to the group

From there you can make a new group which is just for the action, and where more trusted
people can be and sensitive information shared. Remember not to publicly share details of
the exact location and time of the action, to avoid police presence there.
We very strongly advise Signal over WhatsApp or Telegram as these have been shown to be
insecure, however of course this is a decision for countries to make.

→ Schedule in person talks at universities and
educational institutes

Please tell us when the talks are scheduled, so that we can help with publicity and funding.
You can find examples of past talks on the resources page on our website. Feel free to
modify them however you like.
Give your talk and be accurate, but remember to keep it emotional! Talk about moral
responsibility, climate collapse and the implications for citizens, the suffering that is lying
ahead in the path of humankind.
It’s important to publicise the talk. Remember that we have a target: mobilize the scientific
community. We can help with:
• Emailing the whole university ahead of the event to boost attendance
• Publicising on our website and social media
We are very likely about to secure a large amount of funding, which includes paying for
talks costs (venue hire, printing etc)
If the university/educational institute doesn’t give you a space, just take it! If it’s a sunny
day, why not outdoors? Choose a space in a university garden, bring with you a table and
a whiteboard and occupy it.

→ Hold weekly online meetings
for your country

It’s very important to make new people feel involved! Keep
in touch, plan simple actions such as “Paint the streets” or
let them help you with the talks/let them do their own
talks!
Organise workshops just after the talk: NDVA, legal
background… and publicise them during the talk to
increase numbers.

FAQ
How can you justify breaking the law?

Research shows that peaceful civil disobedience is one of the most effective approaches to achieving rapid social
change. The system that created our laws is the same system that is pushing us to the collapse of society as we
know it. By carefully breaking the law through acts of civil disobedience that can include blocking roads, damage
property, and mass arrest, we not only show our defiance of the system, but also the personal price we are willing
to pay when doing so.

It’s too late, why bother?

Millions, if not billions, of lives have already been taken for profit - their victims just haven't died yet. Without
unprecedented change in society, we risk social collapse this century. What is at stake is the very survival of most
life on earth. It is crucial to remember that we still have time to act. Every fraction of a degree counts, every
increase in the average temperature on Earth will mean more deaths and suffering. We know the theory of how to
tackle this crisis and how to avoid the worst, the problem is not scientific but political.

What’s the difference between Scientist Rebellion and Extinction Rebellion?

Our goal is to create a truly global and radical scientific movement, that gives much needed credibility to the wider
climate movement. There is a lingering public perception that activists are extremists who are exaggerating the
problem and overreacting by breaking the rules. This perception is often aided by portrayals in the press.
Dismissing activists in this way slows action on the climate and ecological crisis at a time when it is crucial that we
speed up.
Scientists becoming more involved in activism, particulary when it involves
arrestable offenses, increases the credibility of civil disobedience. As one of
our members puts it: "They can't just dismiss us as a bunch of hippies."

Does everyone have to be a scientist to join?

The majority of our group have a natural or social sciences
background, but several of our members do not and we welcome
everyone to join. For the actions, we expect that two thirds of the
people are scientists (normally identified as wearing white labcoats).

get involved_
• Attend to one of our weekly zoom induction, Mondays at 6PM GMT/7PM CET
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81 71 1 6231 37
• Join our general signal chat here
• Join your national group - Please email us at scientistrebellion@protonmail.com and we will put you in
touch If you’re the first member in your country, we can help you with setting up the group and/or joining
a neighbouring country

If at all possible, go part/full time with us until the mid April - we can provide living expenses for
those willing to do so. It’s absolutely vital that more of us quit our jobs and focus entirely on this
mobilisation. Email us if interested: scientistrebellion@protonmail.com
Visit our website for all other resources and info: scientistrebellion.com

